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With the Mearns Quail Southwestern Texas 


BY LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES 


would hard find one more arbitrarily marked, colored 
more apparently opposition all the laws protective grad- 
ation and coloration than the Mearns quail, has been 
longer known, the Massena partridge “Fool 
especially noticeable this case since the other genera the 
family are among the most remarkable exponents the per- 
fection ‘locality painting,’ being dark above, where the most 
light strikes them, and pale below, where the shadow comes, thus making 
monotinted ground upon which the most exquisite detail scenery painted. 
This assists the creature assimilated into its natural setting degree 
which only those who have come face face with sitting grouse quail 
can truly appreciate. when see the fantastic little cock Massena 
with his dark chestnut breast, jet black belly and flanks, and harlequin-painted 
head, hard conceive how was ever able qualify the race for survival 
among group birds marvellously protected his congeners. 

With the prospect field trip into the “Big Bend Country” western 
Texas, looked forward with the keenest pleasure meeting the Mearns quail 
(Cyrtonyx montezume mearnsi) for felt sure that would, some ingenious 
way, justify his bold deviation from his family’s stock traits. The accounts 
heard his stupid tameness made wonder the more, for fairly good rule 
that those most beautifully assimilable their natural landscape, rely 
their inconspicuousness the most, and those, which not thus hide ‘full view’ 
take flight run the apprehension danger. Here seemed strong 
contradiction, which hoped solve. 


all the bizarre and curious creatures that live our county, 


Our first invasion into his territory was the Chisos mountains, the ex- 
treme reach the “Big the Rio Grande. After long hot ride, 
finally ascended the foot-slopes about sunset, and worked into dwindling trail 
which finally became lost old arroyo, coming down from great gulch the 
mountains. camped last ‘well’ that one our number discovered 
the brush about fifty yards from the trail, and tired and hungry almost oblivion, 
ate our bacon, beans, and biscuit, and rolled our blankets the beautiful 
glow the full moon. 

awoke the cool, just before sun-up, and was lazily dressing, half out 
sleeping-bag, when sleepy eye caught slight motion the grass about twenty 
feet away. looked and became aware that was staring first Mearns 
quail. Even took the fact, apparently framed his ideas his 
vision, and telling himself quiet little quail-voice that were perhaps well 
move and look from safer distance, slimmed down his trim little form 
and ran few steps. Meanwhile was clumsily trying get gun out from 
under sleeping bag, where had put keep out the dew. The quail, 
getting wiser every second, doubled his trot, and with head erect and body trim 
ran like plover for few yards through the short desert grass, and with true quail 
burst into flight and dropped into the thick brush across the arroyo. 
The most noticeable thing about him watched him running was the curious use 
his queer little crest. Instead elevating the mountain quail does his, 
raised his painted head slim neck and spread his flowing crest till 
looked like half mushroom, giving him the most curious appearance imaginable. 
When flew marked him down carefully, hastily drew boots half on, grabbed 
gun and stumped after him with got his point within short 
time, but thrash and kick around might, never succeeded making him 
flush second time. Thus ended the first chance. 

Later, when had reached the foot the gulch and made camp under noble 
old pinyon, had opportunity learn more about the quail, tho never had 
such good view that first one. curious, quavering, owl-like cry attracted 
our ears. pigmy owl perhaps? Tho frequently heard the 
scrubby oaks the edge the woods, even the woods, proved true will- 
the-wisp, and invariably led out into the basting-hot brush the hillside, 
among the cacti and slide-rock. first approached cautiously, carefully 
tried ‘round up’ going either side it. But always eluded us, and 
had only our guesses tell what was. were beginning guess right, 
however, and one lucid.day decided waste more time. the next time 
the sad little cry sounded, off went toward fast possible, until thought 
was place. stopped and listened. Again! Only waiting long 
enough ascertain that the sound came from particularly dense bunch Dasy- 
lerion, cactus and other desert brush, jumped and made for the place, never 
heeding the noise was making. On, the point, and right on, when 
out boiled cock Massena, and out went the hen after him another 
angle. was nearly ready, but not quite, and the time was ‘on’ him had 
dropped, woodcock-like, after flight only rod two. So, also, had the hen. 
there were quail for this time, was unable flush them again. But 
had “found and knew that some day I’d make succeed. Later had 
the pleasure seeing beautiful cock, shot one the others, and the next day 
the strange pinkish hen was brought in. With wider knowledge the bird’s 
ways and the kind cover preferred, his curious markings seemed less 
contradiction. Many partridges have black very dark ventral patches which 


they obviate squatting: the Gambel partridge, chestnut-bellied scaled quail, the 
European partridge and others; and Mearns quail has thing only 
greater extent. chooses the densest and deepest brush cover for retreat, and 
like the meadowlark keeps his wonderfully graded back toward the danger-side. 
The illustration’ from Mr. Bailey’s photograph shows how easily becomes in- 
conspicuous this simple trick, and fair attribute his black ventral mark- 
ings other causes than that direct protection when offset the facts his 
chosen cover and the remarkably protective character his upper parts. And 
like many other sharply marked creatures, the very contrasts which look con- 
spicuous when seen the hand, isolated from the sharp lights and shadows 
the natural environment, serve ‘cut up’ the creature that nature all semb- 
lance bird lost; the head cut from the body, and then reduced 
committal jumble, which one with 

lies beyond. 

the gulch near where were camped 
was lovely little mountain brook, coming 
from seep-basin high the mountains, 
tumbling thread-like fall from tall cliff 
the head the gulch, mile above camp. 
the canyon were noble jack oaks, gnarly 
arbutus trees, and few nut-studded pines, 
and upon the steep talus slope stood splen- 
did grove tall conifers. This place was 
naturally the center bird life, and here 
found for the first time within our borders 
the Couch jay (Aphelocoma sieberi 
macromystax), 
(Columba fasciata) were here, and numbers 
‘carpinteros,’ the noisy and sociable ant-eating 
woodpeckers formicivorus). 
casionally big blue-throated hummer 
gena would come skittling the 
gulch, for all the world like little swift, 
uttering his sharp little squeak every two 
seconds. Perhaps would alight the 
dead lower twigs drooping pine branch, and jumble his squeaks together 
into little song: more likely would zip like bullet and disappear 
the gulch. These and many other rare and interesting birds made temporarily 
neglect the quail, after few more failures, and [left the Chisos without single bird. 

But hope was yet young, and moved toward the Davis mountains 
had visions brace. These, like the tirst, failed materialize, did those 
which harbored for the Sacramento New Mexico. 

Late the summer left Carlsbad, New Mexico, with our outfit, heading 
for the Guadaloupe mountains, the the natives, for our last 
mountain work the season. went from the Pecos desert into the 
foot-hills, where camped our first night. the morning looked 
around, and was surprised what Indeed, rubbed eyes see 
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a. For the use of this and the photograph. of the Chisos.Mts. acknowledgements are due to Mr. Vernon Bailey, 
and the Biological Survey.—ED.. 
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were seeing aright. Yes, was all right, and there the sprawl- 
ing junipers, feeding resting, were numbers white Angora goats, the chief 
product the country, comfortably home cats! soon left the goat 
country, and went through 
the bigger growth the up- 
per Transition Zone, and 
finally came down again into 
the semi-tropical atmosphere 
‘Dog Canyon’. through 
this broad, waterless, sun- 
baked basin worked, un- 
til sixty miles further 
came again into the junipers 
covered hills rose our sides 
and ahead us, ending 
barren rock ridges fifteen 
hundred two thousand feet 
above us. The high gulches 
were rich timber but poor 
surface water. place 
was the last stand the Mescalero Apaches, and their weed-grown mescal pits, 
arrowheads and bits broken pottery gave evidence their happy days plain- 
the corroded cartridges the old Government ‘‘Henry that found, 
attested their final destruction. New things attracted here, and our stay 
four days was among the pleasantest 
our summer’s experiences. 
gulches offered most interest, 
three our days were spent work- 
ing between camp and the crests, 
8500 feet above sea. But had come 
into this camp the late afternoon, 
and had had opportunity look 
over the hot basin. 

decided, our last afternoon, 
make good strong search the 
lower levels, and started from camp 
about two o’clock with 
who had “met with us,” and who 
said would like out. 
went ‘down gulch,’ and had hardly 
been out half hour when 
heard the old familiar seductive call: 
Mearns quail three points off the 
weather bow 

Well, soon after put them up: 
friend got one and another. 
They were cock and hen, both well 
shot and strangely good feather for the time year. was good enough say 
had shot his for me, and less than hour was back camp, happy 
king, painting Mearns quail. Thus ended the last chance, for the next ‘day 
before sun-up broke left the mountains for good. 
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Some Observations the Nesting Habits the Prairie Falcon 
BY DONALD A. COHEN 


Read before the U.—Cooper Club Convention, May 16, 1903 


HIS falcon, Falco very rare the San Francisco Bay region 
and radius ddy’s journey about the adjacent territory. Nowhere 
does appear locate its eyry upon the rocky sea Coast after the manner 

the duck hawk peregrinus anatum), but prefers the low mountain ranges 
interspersed with plenty canyons and rolling valleys. hardly necessary 
mention that less plentiful than bygone years, having fallen into line 
with many others our fauna their retreat from the encrodchments 
tion. June 1884 while visiting friends the foothills Mt. Diablo, Contra 
Costa county, was one small party quest eggs among the cliffs 
and rocks the sage-covered slope the mountain, and incidentally flushed 
family prairie falcons from one the loftiest cliffs. There were five them, 
the family that year, that circled overhead great distance during our 
presence near the cliff. host, who was present, said they were prairie falcons 
and said that Walter Bryant had gone over these rocky cliffs means ropes 
and taken their eggs, from time later years when made Mr. Bryant’s 
acquaintance corroborated first noticed the birds here 1881 and have 
wondered for how many centuries the species nested that spot. About the last 
set eggs taken this locality was, from memory, 1889. was four eggs 
taken boy living near and procured for friend and exchanged 
the late Chester Barlow. The nest was described being placed ledge 
and lined with few sticks and believe, some grass, while all the prairie falcons 
and duck hawk sets have ever taken, about twenty-five sets, were all small 
caves potholes, with sand fine gravel and sand with few bones 
small mammals and birds. The birds were either killed off the numerous 
campers that infest the region worried into leaving for secure quarters. 
The boulders and cliffs and even the top the ridge not high but that rifle 
balls will over from the road the narrow valley below. Among one 
curios partly flattened bullet from large calibre rifle that picked the 
base boulder near the top the ridge. 

this latitude, may assume, the birds are constantly resident except for 
excursions during fall and winter when the young are probably search 
home, the old ones will not suffer their presence any longer, told 
mountaineer. two occasions have noted single birds Alameda. One 
attacked band half grown turkeys early the fall and the other flew from 
oak some pigeons inside their enclosures and struck the wire netting with con- 
siderable force. Being well acquainted with the duck hawk adult and juvenile 
plumages there mistaking prairie falcon close range. 

The complement set eggs five and hardly possible confound 
them with eggs the duck hawk. Asa rule those the former are plainer and 
lighter colored, and exceptional cases some are exquisitely blotched mot- 
tled, being gems among gems. the general run they lack the generous rich 
coloring some our duck hawk eggs but some the best sets possess such 
different style beauty hold their own with any set duck hawk have 
They average trifle smaller although the superior size the duck 
hawk over the prairie falcon greater proportion. 
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The observations one pair birds few years are limited one day 
each year and during the short period collecting the set, and owing forced 
marches and from the nest the time was necessarily short. was amus- 
ing way that became acquainted with the pair. Having formed the acquaint- 
ance miner, stockman and hunter home town during November 1897 
talk gradually drifted into ornithology and falcons. told there was pair 
those bullet nesting his ranch and made arrangements for 
visit the spring. The following April set out wheel and late after- 
noon had made creditable run over the mountains and was suffering consider- 
ably from the intense heat. Water was hard get owing tothe drought having 
let the small streams run dry. Within few miles destination was small 
stock ranch and the proprietor, young man, hailed me. 

where are you going with that fish basket?” 

“Oh! that’s played out. you know Harry 

This was too interesting pass adjourned the cabin and talked 
things over with spring-water lemonade and big black cigars, and incidentally 
learned that Mr. Taylor golden eagle fame and editor the defunct Ni- 
dologist had been this vicinity collecting annual rents from golden 
and also found out where they were but did not visit them owing mutual 
understanding between self-respecting members the Cooper Ornithological Club 
that the law violated when one collector interferes with another’s nests, but 
decided that the prairie falcon’s nest was mine right grant from the lessee 
the land four months before Mr. Taylor had visited it. was shown 
friends the 22d the 24th March and obtained set five fresh eggs. 

evening had reached destination and early next morning host led 
the way over innumerable and rough trails through well wooded hills. Sycamore, 
alder, maple, oaks, occasional laurel and madrone, with considerable under- 
brush skirted the creeks and dry water courses, while plenty oaks were scat- 
tered about the hillsides together, with much promiscuous brush. One long range 
hills was covered with chemise and sage only, rocky and devoid grass, and 
and the only trees were small pines. the south side the canyon were thick- 
ets manzanita, tough and unbending, the lower branches hard and sharp, 
formidable phalanx spears break through. After two hours hard rustling 
the ridge containing the nest was reached, rugged and rough, covered with manza- 
nita, prickly scrub-oak, sage, and chemise contrarily sending its slender but wiry 
branches with the downward slope the hill, contesting our advance 
grade. Here nature had piled her architecture sandstone rock. Mimic cities 
houses the hills, pyramids light-colored sandstone were scattered imposingly 
among the silvery-green pines, and castles fantastic shapes rose majestically 
higher, while round about lay the fragments, large and small, unfinished dis- 
carded work. Turkey vultures, many twenty-seven one time, were glid- 
ing closely overhead seemingly viewing the intrusion into their domain with sur- 
prise and distrust. occasional western redtail appeared the landscape 
oak-dotted grassy knolls against the blue sky. Denizens the sage, some variety 
sparrows, too shy identify, now and then flitted along. California 
redivivum), natural born mockers, sang their matins furnished mel- 
ody various forms, far from view the chemise and sage, while the harsh 
scream the California jay the cheery springtime call the red-shafted flicker 
were carried along the canyon, across which was battered and broken ledge no- 
where over 200 feet high, the home the prairie falcon. were now dry 
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arroyo, narrow and rocky the center the canyon, and found shady pools 
clear cold rain water not yet evaporated from their cisterns stone. Wending 
our way along and exploring many grotesque caves with the prints buzzards, 
coyotes and wild cats the sandy floors, constantly alert against surprise the 
chance rattlesnake, came into close quarters with skunk and disposed him 
without any inconvenience ourselves, and large cave wherein were at- 
tracted white-throated swift melanoleucus) that had its nest 
cleft the tried mix with wild cat that retreated far back 
safety dark and narrow passage. circuituous climb gained the ledge 
where the falcon fed. This ledge skirts the top the canyon for hundred feet 
more and then breaks into sandstone hummocks and rocky pinnacles, ten- 
anted the drowsy barn owl and sluggish turkey vulture. The height the 
ledge than 200 feet any place and the hill over the nest slopes gently up- 
ward and well covered with chemise, sage, manzanita, suddenly changing 
scrub-oak and timber with grass and low growing vegetation. male took 
wing off resting place close the nest were making the circuituous climb, 
while the female, very close sitter, closer than any the duck hawks that have 
come under observation, waited until were almost over her, then darted 
out downward curve with great speed, for almost sixty yards, then rose toa 
height about twenty-five feet above and flew and fro over the canyon 
trips about 2000 yards long, just out gun range, almost emitting 
vociferous cackling screeching. She continued this manner for the space 
half hour and became more excited and approached closer descent the 
nest, which was small cave the face the smooth concave surface the ledge 
and only eight feet from the top. The male remained flying about farther away 
and much higher, being much less concerned than his mate, finally alighting upon 
dead limb across the canyon and then uttering few short notes one syllable, 
sometimes doubled quick repetition; sort chug with considerable squeak 
it. The actions both birds were much the same those the duck hawk upon 
such occasions, but noticeably less fierce. The cackling screeching was 
about the same duration and detail but different key. The flight both 
species quite similar, being rapid, short, frequent strokes, producing gliding 
motion, and distance reminding one large swifts. sailing indulged 
except considerable elevation which time done circular course 
and within defined radius. 

After adjusting the rope about me, made the descent but found the nest de- 
void eggs went downward few feet and stood braced narrow foothold 
while helper moved the slack rope preparatory investigating other potholes 
and clefts, the wind and force gravity sending quantities sand down neck 
and into eyes, from the friction the rope the soft rocks. was soon sat- 
ified the bird had deposited eggs, but was only holding down her claim prepar- 
atory depositing the second set. There was insufficient rope, sixty feet, 
allow reach foothold below but helper hauled the last few feet, 
150 pounds dead weight, overcoming the friction the sat, 
braced the surface the sloping hill, with hole kicked for either heel, and 
occomplished feat main strength that have desire accessory again 

The following year found this exact spot 10:15 m., April heavy 
fog over all, which allowed approach within ten feet the male keeping 
vigil small cave one side the nest. flew towards and past us, creat- 
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ing loud noise for few moments. The female remained duty until were 
directly over the nest. They made but little fuss this time, probably owing the 
fog. Upon lying down and looking well over the edge the ledge, the eggs 
were seen the sandy floor small pothole. They were five number and 
far advanced that the embryos were covered with down. Incubation must 
have been least two weeks, causing this set the earliest laid any the 
latitude. Bendire’s ‘‘Life Histories North American records set taken 
Mr. Bryant March 25, incubation fresh, some years ago the place 
hereinbefore mentioned, the foot Mt. Diablo. 

1900, March 31, arrived the ranch house and were told the birds had 
left the locality because one the party had passed the canyon last week and 
failed see the birds. was far from encouraging news after our long trip 
and seemed our informant knew what said, but surmised failed see 
any birds because the female was close sitter and the male might have been off 
hunting excursion, and therefore decided labor over the steep and 
winding route once more and not return without investigating more closely than 
hunter would. When the opposite hill, before the ledge appeared view, 
breathed sigh relief, for wasn’t that the music were anxious hear, the 
notes prairie time saw the female reconnoitre from the 
nest-hole and after crossing the canyon and adjusting the rope, soon had five eggs 
our possession; incubation fully one week. The male had alighted dead 
snag across the canyon and now and then uttered his notes, described 
where allowed his mate fly and fro along the canyon, and once she flew 
rather close him joined her for flight, then resumed his perch and 
uttered sort cackle unlike any ever heard, neither can nor de- 
scribe after hearing it, except that varied considerably from the usual sounds. 

advanced retarded spring apparently cuts figure with these birds. 
This year spring was well advanced while nidification was later. 

1901, March 30, thesite was tenanted pair duck hawks, but eggs 
were found although worked the length the ridge very thoroughly, nor did 
the birds raise any disturbance, rule. One them was sitting the 
nest-hole when seen across the canyon, and the pair allowed approach sur- 
prisingly close before taking wing for resting place further along the ridge, 
instead making any sort demonstration flying about overhead. They 
were flushed again but only made half-hearted fuss. From its superior size and 
fiercer habits judged they had driven the prairie falcons into new precinct, for 
were not able obtain glimpse them. probable that pair duck 
hawks even prairie falcons dwell within few miles each other’s domain 
owing mutual antagonism. Once while robbing duck hawk’s nest dizzy 
cliff over canyon the male had settled dead tree half mile along the ridge 
leaving the angry female swoop and doall the screeching. She took but 
little interest abusing couple turkey vultures that came too close, but all 
once prairie falcon chanced across the zone her short flights and she imme- 
diately attacked him, about 250 feet over the side hill. Both birds clinched with 
their talons, and each others grip fell straight down like dead weights. Seem- 
ingly inextricable position they were about meet with injury death 
contact with the ground below, but when within few feet the hill they simul- 
taneously and deftly parted, swinging gracefully aside, the prairie falcon continu- 
ing its original course and the duck hawk resuming her swoops and invectives 
us, with increased energy. 

1902 did not arrive the prairie falcon nest until April 
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allow the usurping duck hawks ample time pay the rent, and found things vice- 
versa once more. The prairie falcons tenanted the ledge old and were 
fooled. took one infertile egg, and the other four were pipped seamed 
across preparatory the shells breaking twain. What the result will this 
year too early say, but expect the rightful owners possession. Itis 
apparent there one place for nest among numerous, us, suitable caves and 
holes given locality that would selected any pair birds preference 
all others, which, robbed the first set, they will deposit the sec.nd, per- 
haps third set that season, and rarely nesting place close by, but have 


always known both species return the original nest the beginning next 
season. 


SUPPLEMENT. April 1903, visited the ledge once more having been 
delayed fully week rains rendering the roads unfit for travel. The nest was 
approached from the north through the brush and sage and accurately guaged 
that arrived straight line almost. close the precipice the crack- 
ing dry branch scared the prairie falcon from her nest, about six feet one 
side us. Launching like dart into the air, with loud cries, she sped like 
brown meteor into the sunshine over the crags below, until her initial velocity was 
allowed wane, and for second she hung the landscape slightly below, 
the master touch unsurpassable natural panorama. five eggs contained 
small embryos, and comparison coincide with those the original bird. Eggs 
from her average larger than any from other her species that have handled. 

Later: May 6,the second set the season was obtained from similar site 
the same ledge about twelve feet from the top. One egg was sterile, the others 
were slightly incubated. 


Bird Life the Farallone Islands 
HENRY KAEDING 
Illustrated from Photographs the Author 


lie about twenty-four miles west the city San 
Francisco and are reached from that point tug sail-boat. They 
consist two main islets about four miles apart. The north islet inaccess- 

ible very calm weather and the following notes were taken the South 
Farallones only. These South Farallones are two islets lying very close together, 
—the fact that they are two islets instead one being due narrow cleft that 
can spanned plank. 

the eastern islet the South Farallone group located the Light House 
Station and the Weather Bureau Station. The light house proper the high- 
est point the eastern end. There are houses buildings any kind the 
western islet, the only structure being the tall signal staff the highest peak. 

The party that visited the islands during the first week June, 1903, com- 
prised, besides the writer, Frank Chapman and wife, Mrs. Davenport, Louis 
Fuertes, Dr. Palmer, and Otto Leaving San Francisco the 
2nd June m., arrived the island about 2:30 after very 
rough passage. the little steamer approached the rocks saw the birds ris- 
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ing clouds from their resting places and swinging around and out sea, 
passing others which were route for the rocks. Tufted puffins, like Gargan- 
tuan black swifts, sped like animated bullets and fro; California murres, less 
partial flight, terminated their journeys the water and dotted the waves 
every direction; cormorants winged their heavy way from the detached rocks near 
the main island, the different species readily distinguishable the characteristic 
breeding plumages. The odor sea-fowl and guano filled the air, and from the 
rookeries came the ceaseless chatter and croaking thousands birds. 

Photography being the main object view, after settling our traps started 
out look the rookeries over with view picking the best spots for next day’s 
work. placed the different colonies murres, gulls and cormorants, and 
after securing few photos, returned late supper and bed. 

June 3rd found early work, and during the forenoon interesting photo- 


TUFTED PUFFIN AT MOUTH OF BURROW 


graphs were secured, mainly murres, pigeon guillemots, and Cassin auklets. 
The guillemots were found distributed fairly well over the island, thicker perhaps 
the eastern end, where broken rock and detached granite boulders form many 
ideal nooks and crannies for nesting places. ‘The eggs are two number and are 
placed the crevices the rocks without any attempt making anest. These 
are striking birds their sooty black dress, white wing-patches and vivid scarlet 
bills, eyes and feet. When disturbed the approach intruder they open 
wide their bills and emit peculiarly weak but penetrating “whistle.” Several 
long-distance photos were secured but could not get closer them than twenty 
feet, and they were too wary catch the nest. With these birds, nesting was 
just fairly under way, nearly all the burrows holding full complement eggs. 

The Cassin auklets nest all over the island, wherever suitable burrow 
available. They are more burrowing bird than the guillemots, often 
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ing their own burrows where there soil enough, using crevice the rocks 
small and deep, while the guillemots will use larger and more exposed 
crevice under boulder. The auklets are very plentiful these islands, less so, 
however, than the islands farther south along the Lower California coast, 
where sandy soil offers every opportunity for them excavate long 
burrows. this date, June the auklets all had eggs and very few were fresh, 
incubation being apparently about half completed. 

These Cassin auklets are curious little fellows, preferring their foraging 
and courting night and keeping out sight during the day. Every night and 
all night long they keep constant talking and calling, flying about the 
dark with apparent ease. 

the eastern end the island located one the most curious sights the 
place: Murre Cave called, and fact great narrow vertical cleft the 
cliff, facing seaward and rather difficult access. extends into the cliff for 


CALIFORNIA MURRE 


perhaps feet, and there isa broad ledge bench about half way in, and the 
whole place alive with the murres. They sit close together, breast back, side 
side, till the cave lined with their snowy breasts and sooty heads. They were 
uneasy our approach, but few left till had been inside for some little time. 
Then the leaders started, and after them came stream murres that kept in- 
creasing volume till the air was full and the mouth the cave was vomiting 
cloud birds, like smoke pouring out achimney. The were nesting 
other colonies various places about the island, one great colony being rock 
just off shore the north side. date they had barely started laying. 
found only few eggs, fresh laid, and this was evidently the reason that the 
birds were shy and easily disturbed. Had been three weeks later, when all 
would have been found incubating, have been 
amongst them without disturbing them very much, they are fearful leaving 
their eggs account the robbing the gulls. 
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the day progressed visited many parts the island and secured nu- 
merous photos. 
Rock wrens were plentiful everywhere, their cheery song the only melodious 
note the unceasing discord the feathered multitude. had their full- 
fledged young out receiving the first instructions flight, although nest was 
found containing fresh eggs. 

The tufted puffins form interesting part the bird-life these lonely little 
rocks. They are scattered over the whole island, but nest most abundantly the 
rocky crevices the extreme western end. Their nesting burrows, like those 
the are crevices the cliffs and cavities under boulders, but they se- 
lect deeper niches than the guillemots and are quite close sitters, being 
possible find the bird the nest. The single white egg laid the bottom 
the crevice with attempt nest construction, and this date the eggs were 
partially incubated. Often the mate the incubating bird will take 
tion sentinel the 
close the entrance 
the burrow, and was 
possible approach with- 
few feet them and 
secure photograph. Deal- 
ing with the incubating 
birds, however, was mat- 
narrow, powerful bill 
armed with cutting edge 
sharp knife and 
they are not all averse 
putting into operation. 

Not the least interesting 
this colony are the west- 
ern gulls. Their numbers 
are decreasing 
nesting colonies 
tered, the largest being 
the southwest part the 
island. The nests are built dried weeds, brown and color, and the 
nest and eggs harmonize with the surroundings that difficult see them 
readily until almost close enough step them. this date they had eggs, 
some the nests not yet with full complement and others with partially incu- 
bated eggs. The birds are wary and not close sitters, due doubtless tothe fact 
that they are subjected systematic robbing twice week the light-house 
keepers, who make use their eggs till the murres start lay, when the gulls get 
chance raise their young and the murres contribute the daily fare the 
men. Perhaps this retribution, for the gulls themselves are the most arrant rob- 
bers among birds. uncommon sight see flock gulls hovering over 
nesting colony murres effort drive them from their eggs, and seizing 
every egg that Should another cause drive the murres from their 
eggs, the gulls harvest. This is. perhaps potent factor any the 
destruction the murres, for while the human eggers took only the fresh eggs, 
they disturbed the whole colony murres, and the gulls took everything sight. 


WESTERN GULL ENTERING NEST 
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the same with young birds, whether they young murres cormorants— 
the gulls take all they can get. Mr. Fuertes related case where inadvertent- 
disturbed rookery several hundred cormorants, and saw the gulls clean out 
every nest before the cormorants could return. 

Photographs nesting gulls were secured focusing the camera the 
nest and retiring distance with cord attached the shutter, and patiently 
awaiting the return the bird. 

the cormorants the island supports three breeding species: the Farallone 
cormorant the least common, there being only colony these fowl, con- 
taining not more than seventy individuals. are nesting sheltered nook 
nearly the summit the island and had young when were there. were 
able approach them quite close the old birds were reluctant leave the 
young exposed the gulls the fierce rays that got good photos. 

The Baird cormorants nest small scattered colonies various places over 
the whole island, selecting 
the ledges the cliffs for 
nesting sites. They had 
full sets this 
date and were rather wary, 
not permitting get 
close enough photograph 
them the nest except 
long range. This cormo- 
rant 
guished the nuptial 
plumage the conspicu- 
ous white flanks. 

Brandt cormorants were 
the most abundant the 
three, and were starting 
lay this date. They 
seem prefer the de- 
tached rocks about the is- 
land and covered them 
thousands. There also 
large colony the northwestern slope the island. 

Red phalaropes and northern phalaropes were not uncommon tide 
pools along the coast line, and few black turnstones, wandering tattlers, black 
oyster-catchers and surf birds were seen along the water’s edge. 

single pair ravens had their nest high cliff the west end, but they 
were marked the keepers and shot later, expiation their raids the 
domestic hen houses. 

Last, but quite the contrary least interesting this great colony, are the 
petrels. Two species these little fellows are known breed there, but saw 
only one. The Leach petrel was found the Farallones Mr. Leverett 
Loomis some years ago, but all those that discovered during our short stay 
were ashy petrels, and they are undoubtedly the only petrel that nest there any 
numbers. The stone walls that run here and there over the island shelter their 
crevices many petrel and this date they had fresh eggs. Many collectors and 
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the men the island can locate the petrels the walls the characteristic 
musky odor they give off, but were not able ourselves, and found the 
easiest way was prowl around after dark, when, like the auklets, these diminu- 
tive Tubinares are chattering and talking each other, and mark the places 
where the sounds came from. this way located several but unfortunately 
were not able find one the egg such position that could photograph 
it, that were obliged return without photo this species. 

These petrels, like others their kind that nest farther south, are nocturnal 
their habits during the breeding season, and seem exchange places shortly 
after dark, the incoming birds replacing the mate the nest after exchange 
courtesies and chat over the day’s happenings. conversations are carried 
queer little sing-song twitter, regularly punctuated with gasp that re- 


FARALLONE CORMORANTS AND YOUNG 


sembles the exhaust Lilliputian engine. This twitter characteristic all 
petrels, varying with the species, and has been admirably described Mr. 
Anthony. 

When flying about the dim light the petrels resemble bats. ‘heir flight 
fluttering and zig-zag and they frequently flit the head the watcher close 
enough for him feel the wind their wings. Often they run into the glass 
around the big light, into the telephone wires that stretch from the light-house 
the keepers the siren, and terminate their erratic careers then and 
there. Small, dainty and velvety, they are the prettiest little birds imaginable, 
and would perfect were not for their habit vomiting oil over everything 
when disturbed. 

remained the Faraliones nearly three days, returning San Francisco 
June 1903, and although had all seen sea-bird colonies before, were 
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unanimous saying that the Farallones are unique. There nothing com- 
pare with them the Pacific Coast and the eastern members the party said the 
same for the Atlantic coast. The thing that impresses the ornithologist most 
first visit these islands the number birds evidence; the great shearwater 
breeding grounds the islands, the vast auklet and petrel colonies the 
same localities, not impress the observer with the force that the colonies 
murres and cormorants the Farallones do, for they are not sight. True that 
places where the wedge-tailed shearwater (Puffinus cuneatus) nest thousands, 
air times clouded with birds, yet these comparison between this and 
the Farallones, where the nesting colonies are open and the birds sight all 
times. trip the Farallones liberal education. 

Following list the birds observed the Farallones: 

Phalacrocorax penicillatus (Brandt) Brandt Cormorant. 

Phalacrocorax pelagicus resplendens (Aud.) Baird Cormorant. 


PIGEON GUILLEMOT’S EGGS IN SITU 


Phalacrocorax dilophus (Ridgw.) Farallone Cormorant. 
Oceanodroma homochroa (Coues) Ashy Petrel. 
Larus occidentalis (Aud.) Western Gull. 

Lunda cirrhata (Pall.) Tufted Puffin. 
Ptychoramphus aleuticus (Pall.) Cassin Auklet. 
Cepphus columba (Pall.) Pigeon Guillemot. 

Uria californica (Bryant) California Murre. 
Heteractitus incanus (Gmel.) Wandering Tattler. 
Abhriza virgata (Gmel.) Surf Bird. 

Arenaria melanocephala (Vig.) Turnstone. 
Hematopus bachmani (Aud.) Oyster-catcher. 
Crymophilus (Linn.) Red Phalarope. 
Phalaropus lobatus (Linn.) Northern Phalarope. 
Corvus corax sinuatus (Wagl.) American Raven. 
Salpinctes obsoletus (Say) Rock Wren. 
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List Birds Observed Cochise County, Arizona 
BY WILFRED H. OSGOOD 


ROM November 1894, June 1895, was located Sulphur Spring 
Valley, near Willcox, Cochise County, Arizona. During this period 
seven months devoted much time could spared from other duties 

making collection the birds the region. The following list intended 
give condensed record this work without attempting detail special notes 
that were taken the habits many species and thus accessible what- 
ever may interest connection with the study geographic distribution, 
migration, dates nesting, etc. headquarters was the stock ranch Mr. 
Thomas Allaire, cattleman and cultured gentleman, whom indebted for 
exceptional courtesies. The Allaire house situated rather dreary place 
about ten miles south Willcox; one side dry alkali ‘lake’ seven miles 
long and three miles wide and with vestige vegetation its surface; the 
other side, toward the east, scattered growth low mesquite stretching away 
for miles presents outlook trifle more inviting. About the house and corrals 
are few clumps cottunwoods which attracted wandering flocks birds 
many occasions. The elevation Sulphur Spring Valley about 4500 feet, but 
conditions considerable aridity prevail and general way the fauna and flora 
that desert region. only natural water supply the valley the 
small spring called Sulphur Spring about seven miles south ranch. 
Several groups low mountains are scattered along the sides the valley and 
either end are more extensive chains, the Graham mountains the north and the 
lofty Chiricahuas the south. Most collecting was done within radius 
five miles from Allaire’s ranch, but occasional trips were made Sulphur 
Springs and the Dragoon and Chiricahua mountains. the Dragoon moun- 
tains, which are about ten miles southwest Allaire’s ranch, spent some little 
time Cochise canyon the Chiricahua mountains, collected Hunt 
Canyon few miles from the post-office Rucker. Except where other localities 
are mentioned, records specimens observations apply Allaire’s ranch. 
Specimens were shot and preserved all species included the list, unless other- 
wise stated. 

Anas boschas. Mallard. Common Sulphur Spring March. 

Nettion carolinensis. Green-wing Teal. Taken Sulphur Spring. 

Querquedula discors. Blue-wing Teal. pair taken April near Allaire’s 
ranch. 

Querquedula cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal. The most common duck about the 
mud-holes during the winter; often taken Sulphur Spring. 

Nycticorax nycticorax nevius. Black-crowned Night Heron. One specimen 
shot the cottonwoods the ranch May 14. 

Fulica americana. American Coot. large flock was found Sulphur 
Spring the early part March. 

Gallinago delicata. Wilson Snipe. Takenat Sulphur Spring March and April. 

Numenius sp. Curlew. curlew was seen near Willcox about November 

vocifera. Quite common. rancher’s boy told that 
had found its eggs. 

montana. Mountain Plover. Large flocks were seen December 
and January. 
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Callipepla squamata. Scaled Quail. Very common throughout the valley. 
Females with large eggs their oviducts were taken May 22. flock about 
sixty came for several weeks morning and night into the corral drink. 

Lophortyx gambeli. Quail. Seen the Chiricahua mountains but 
not found the Dragoons. 

Cyrtonyx mearnsi. Mearns Quail. The Mearns quail was not 
seen but was reported from Rucker the foothills the Chiricahua moun- 
tains and was said have been abundant about the Dragoons former years. 
well known the ranchmen who commonly call the ‘fool quail.’ 

Meleagris gallopavo merriami. Merriam Turkey. Reported from the foothills 
the Chiricahuas. 

Zenaidura macroura. Mourning Dove. Very Common. They were our 
staple article food early summer. 

Melopelia leucoptera. White-winged Dove. shot the cotton- 
woods the ranch. 

Columbigallina passerina pallescens. Mexican Ground Dove. One seen near 
Sulphur Spring May 29. 

Cathartes aura. Turkey Vulture. Quite common. soaring 
about the cliffs Cochise Stronghold. 

Circus hudsonius. Marsh Hawk. Seen Sulphur Spring. 

Accipiter velox. Sharp-shinned Hawk. One taken near the house Allaire’s 
ranch early November. 

Accipiter cooperi. Cooper Hawk. Not uncommon through the winter. 

Buteo borealis calurus. Western Red-tail. Rather rare and not often seen. 
pair had nest few miles east the ranch. 

Buteo swainsoni. Swainson Hawk. The most common hawk. Nests were 
found the mesquites elevations from six fifteen feet. Fresh eggs were 
taken May 12, 19, 23, and 29. 

Archibuteo ferrugineus. Rough-leg. large hawk thought 
this species was seen once. 

Aquila chrysaetos. Golden Eagle. Seen occasionally. One day rode over 
little sandhill and surprised one which was there feeding prairie dog. 

Falco mexicanus. Prairie Falcon. One was shot nearthe ranch Novem- 
ber. pair remained about old deserted house for several weeks December 
and January. 

Falco sparverius phalena. Desert Sparrow Hawk. Notcommon. Noticed 
number April 11th. Seen occasionally January. 

Asio wilsonianus. Owl. One found dead near the house April 

Asio accipitrinus. Short-eared Owl. Common Sulphur Spring winter. 
specimens taken. 

Bubo pallescens. Western Horned Owl. large owl made nightly visits 
our pigeon boxes and with disastrous effect, but failed secure him although 
watched for several nights. 

Speotyto cunicularia hypogea. Burrowing Owl. large colony was located 
dogtown about 200 yards from the house Allaire’s ranch. few were 
seen elsewhere the valley. 

Micropallas whitneyi. Elf Owl. One specimen taken the Dragoons April 
14. brushing against low bush started this fellow up. flew quickly 
and alighted thick bush where could not see him distinctly. Not knowing 
what was shooting, fired, and was surprised when picked him find 
owl. 
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Geococcyx californianus. Road-runner. Quite common. Nests were often 
seen the chollas and mesquites but eggs were found. 

Ceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher. May 14, miles from water. 
was amusing watch hopping about the ground catching insects. 

Dryobates scalaris bairdi. Baird Woodpecker. Common the Dragoon 
mountains. Also frequently taken the mesquite brush the valley. 

Dryobates Arizona Woodpecker. Not uncommon the Dragoon 
mountains, but very shy and hard secure. Female shot April contained 
large eggs. also the Chiricahuas. Seen rarely the valley. 

Melanerpes formicivorus. Ant-eating Woodpecker. Quite common the 
Dragoon mountains. 

Colaptes cafer collaris. Red-shafted Flicker. Common about old houses 
the valley. 

Chordeiles acutipennis texensis. Texan Nighthawk. They arrived about 
May and were becoming very common June when left. 

Trochilus alexandri. Black-chinned Hummer. Common. 

Selasphorus platycercus. Broad-tailed Hummer. Several taken. 

Tyrannus verticalis. Arkansas Kingbird. few were taken. Not com- 
mon the following. 

Tyrannus vociferans. Cassin Kingbird. First seen April after which 
became common. nest with fresh eggs was found cottonwood tree about 
thirty feet from the ground May 26. 

Myiarchus cinerascens. Ash-throated Flycatcher. First taken April 14, after 
which became very common both the valley and the Dragoon mountains. 
specimens positively referable tothe subspecies were taken. 

Sayornis saya (subsp. ?). Say Very common. Every suitable place 
was tenanted pair. Nests were found sheds, tanks, windmills and old 
wells, First fresh eggs taken April 11. 

Sayornis nigricans. Black One was seen Sulphur Spring March 16. 

Contopus borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher. only one seen the valley 
was taken near the house Allaire’s ranch May 22. 

Contopus richardsoni. Western Wood Pewee. Quite 
appearance was May 17. 

Empidonax wrighti. Wright Flycatcher. Fairly common after May when 
was first seen. 

Pyrocephalus rubineus mexicanus. Vermilion Flycatcher. One remained 
about the house Allaire’s ranch for several days the latter part April. One 
was taken the Dragoon mountains May Also seen the Chiricahua moun- 
tains. 

Otocoris alpestris Lark. Very abundant; probably exceed- 
ing number all other species. Young birds able fly were seen May 26. 
least three forms horned larks were taken which when first collected were iden- 
tified pallida, arenicola, and but the specimens are not accessible 
present, prefer not publish these names positive identifications. 

Cyanocitta stelleri diademata. Jay. Common the Dragoon 
and the Chiricahua mountains. Seen the valley one occasion only. 

Aphelocoma woodhousei. Woodhouse Jay. Common the mountains. the 
latter part April several troops forty fifty these birds were seen the 
valley. 

Aphelocoma Arizona Jay. the Dragoon and the Chiricahua 
mountains this species was more common than either the preceding. Several 
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sets slightly incubated eggs were taken the Dragoons April 14. The nests 
were large coarse affairs placed from ten feet twenty feet from the ground 
white oaks. 

Corvus cryptoleucus. Raven. Abundant all over the valley. 
First fresh eggs taken May 22. 

Molothrus ater obscurus. Dwarf Cowbird. Common about the corrals and 
cattle-yards. specimens taken. 

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Blackbird. Seen about the 
corrals company with the preceding species. 

Agelaius pheniceus Blackbird. Often seen Sulphur 
Spring. specimens taken. 

Sturnella magna neglecta. Western Meadowlark. Several pairs were gener- 
ally seen about Sulphur Spring. 

Icterus parisorum. Scott Oriole. First seen the Dragoon mountains April 
14. valley. Several specimens taken. 

Icterus cucullatus nelsoni. Arizona Hooded Oriole. First arrival was taken 
the cottonwoods near Allaire’s house April Afterwards became common. 

Scolecophagus cyanocephalus. Brewer Blackbird. Very common; large flocks 
seen about the corrals. 

Icterus bullocki. Bullock Oriole. Very common throughout the mesquite 
brush May. 

Carpodacus cassini. Cassin Purple Finch. young male was taken the 
Dragoon mountains winter. 

Carpodacus frontalis. House Finch. Abundant. Large flocks frequently 
stopped for brief visit the cottonwoods about the house Allaire’s. 

Calcarius ornatus. Chestnut-collared Longspur. February and March the 
chestnut-collared longspur was exceedingly abundant. They were seen flying 
over all times and nightfall clouds them would sweep over the house and 
down the grass the edge the alkali lake, whence they straggled out 
daybreak. 

Rhynchophanes mccowni. McCown Longspur. Found company with the 
preceding species but not quite such large numbers. They were most common 
Sulphur Spring where they fairly swarmed. They were last seen April 
which time the great majority had already left. 

Western Vesper Sparrow. First seen March when one 
specimen wastaken Sulphur Spring. few weeks later they were quite 
common all over the valley. 

Ammodramus alaudinus. Western Savanna Sparrow. Very common after 
the middle January; most numerous about Sulphur Spring. 

Chondestes strigatus. Western Lark Sparrow. few were noticed the 
cottonwoods Allaire’s April 15. They soon became very common and large 
flocks were frequently seen the opens. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow. small flock containing 
several adults and larger number hornotines remained about the mesquite 
the immediate vicinity the ranch house during most stay. They were 
never seen more than 100 yards from the house and the country for several miles 
around was pretty thoroughly worked. When left June few still 
remained about the house. 

Spizella arizone. Western Chipping Sparrow. Abundant all points 
visited. Large flocks were seen the oaks the Dragoon mountains. 

concluded) 
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The Home the California Road-runner.—On March 25th, 1903, one the boys, 
student Commercial School, told road-runner’s nest Cholla Valley, and after 
school hours started out take picture the nest and take the eggs. 

After walk about two 
miles arrived rustic 
abode, and found Mrs. 
home, but she was somewhat 
shy and did not wish have 
her picture taken, had 
satisfied with one 
her nest and eggs, which are 
shown the accompanying 
illustration. 

The nest rather com- 
pact one, made small 
weeds and twigs, carefully 
laid and woven among the 
branches the ‘‘cholla’’ 
common 
Southern California, The 
outside diameter was about 
eleven inches, while the 
saucer shaped interior was 
about one and one-half in- 
ches depth and six inches 


diameter. The eggs, four and nearly white, measured mm. length 


diameter. 
This wise little bird has strange habit building among the protecting thorns the devil 


NEST OF ROAD-RUNNER 


YOUNG ROAD-RUNNERS 


cactus, among whose thousand sharp points the old bird runs with apparent impunity, while the 
bristling spines keep out many enemy and many inquisitive visitor. fact the thorny 
beds cactus seem the favorite resort the road-runner, and the spring she may often 
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seen leading her little brood tiny chicks and out among the almost impenetrable masses 
thorns. 

The second illustration.shows two young road-runners, probably six weeks old, the nest. 
This was clump cactus Upper Chollas Valley, and the little fellows were very patient 
and considerate, remaining quiet and looking pleasant while the artist went through the necessary 
preliminaries and made the plate. The the left, however, being somewhat shy, hid his 
head behind his companion just before the exposure was made. see the birds remained, 
because they were unable run, stirred them little and they hopped off the nest ahd ran 
away through the cactus and weeds, looking back occasionally see they were being 
Prin. San Diego College. 


Early Nesting Calypte anna the Vicinity Santa Monica, California.—Dur- 
ing the season was fortunate enough locate several sets Anna hummers Jan- 
uary and February, but not having much time devote oology that time was com- 
pelled confine observations very small locality near residence, namely, grove 
eucalyptus trees which was completely surrounded hedge cypress. These latter were the 
favorite nesting place the hummers. The whole grove, eucalyptus, cypress and all, only 
covered ordinary city block about 220 yards square. 

walking through this grove January that noticed two female Anna hum- 
mers gathering material for nests and watching them closely, soon located the nests, both 
which were cypress trees, and just started, one about twelve and the other twenty-three feet 
high, These nests were carefully watched and January 30, collected earliest set Anna 
hummers. The other only contained one egg this date but complete set was taken 
February systematically going over and watching this grove found seven nests all 
before the first March, all which contained fresh eggs excepting one, and that nearly full 
fledged young, which, reckoning would have been fresh set about the second week 
January. 

Locating many sets such small place and early the season seemed quite 
unusual and determined follow the next season and see what the results would be. 
Circumstances compelled give this 1902 but the present year found with plenty 
time hands. made first observation trip January and was rewarded 
finding two nests just about ready for eggs. One contained January and the other 
January observations were not confined the special grove have mentioned above but 
took several oak and eucalyptus groves within radius two miles Santa Monica. 

Between January and February hav: found fifty-two nests Anna hummingbirds and 
was only out, then, about two hours every third following from field book shows 
the result: 

nests noted, both building. 
Jan. nest noted with fresh set. 
Jan. 18, nest noted with eggs, slightly in- 


Feb. 10, nests noted, which were 
building the different stages and two fresh 
sets. 


cubated. 11, nests noted, one was building. 
Jan. 21, nest noted with two eggs perfectly fresh sets, with nearly grown young and one 
fresh. which contained two eggs which one was 


Jan. 23, nest noted with two eggs slightly 
incubated. 

25, nests noted, which were build- 
ing and contained fresh sets. 

Feb. nests noted, one contained set 
badly incubated and the other fresh. 

Feb. nest noted, which contained young 
about grown. 

They were trees follows: 


broken, evidently the parent asthe nest 
was deserted and the tree covered with ants. 
Feb. 13, nests noted, both with fresh sets. 
Feb. 15, nests noted, building and con- 
tained fresh slightly incubated sets. 
Feb. 16, nests noted, all with fresh eggs. 
Feb. 18, nests noted, building, with 
fresh set and two with badly incubated eggs. 


eucalyptus, and were from seventeen inches high, sumach, about thirty feet 


cotton wood. 


The above records, believe, show that the Anna hummingbird very early breeder and 
fact, may stated that they are just plentiful the latter part January and the 


whole February March, April, May and June. 


looking over notes for the past ten 


years find time where the Anna hummer has been plentiful the present season. 
may even find that breeds more abundantly February than any other month, this may 
freak season, which will only settled later developments.—W. LEE CHAMBERS. 


The Western Marsh Wren California.—An examination the marsh wrens 
the collections Mr. Frank Daggett and myself discloses the fact that two easily- 
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distinguished forms occur southern California west the Sierras. One small 
dark-colored bird which the breeding race and remains throughout the year. This 
answers the character the tule wren palustris, paludicola Baird). The 
other large, pale bird which occurs only winter. This accords well with the descrip- 
tion the western marsh wren (Cistothorus palustris plesius Oberholser). have specimens 
the latter follows: Coll. D., No, 412, Feb. 21, 1896, taken Long Beach; 
Nos. 409 and 410, Dec. 26, 1895, and No. 414, Jan. 22, 1896, all three taken Bixby, Los Angeles 
County. Coll. G., No. 596, Dec. 27, 1895, also taken Bixby; Nos. 1695 and 1696, Nov. 
1896, taken Monte, Los Angeles County. These specimens are unmistakable and indicate 
that least the winter 1895-96 there was general movement the Great Basin form west- 
ward into the San Diegan district. seems quite improbable that this was exceptional state 
affairs; for nearly all our marsh wrens, well were taken during only 
those years. And then, too, one recalls the winter 
movements the Say phoebe, mountain blue-bird, sage sparrow, and, recently dis- 
covered, the sage thrasher (see Swarth, Condor II, July The western 
marsh wren has previously been recorded along the eastern boundary the state, well within the 
Great Basin, whence Oberholser XIV, April 1897, 193) reported specimens from Fort 
Crook, Death Valley and Eagle Lake, the latter breeding station. The same writer also men- 
tions Marysville his locality list, and this not starred, may taken another instance 
winter emigration westward. Observers west the Sierras should the lookout for this 
race, interesting facts regard its migration and winter distribution may forthcoming. 
aid the determination append the following diagnosis: 
palustris plesius No. 1696, Coll. G.; Monte, Cal.; Nov. 1896.)—Wing 55.5 min. (2.18 
inches); tail 55.5 (2.18); culmen (.50); bill from nostril 9.8 (.39); tarsus 20.5 (.80). Ground 
color upper parts cinnamon; chest, sides and flanks washed with cinnamon; black markings 
wings and tail distinct; black pileum divided broad cinnamon interval. palustris 
paludicola No. 4960, Coll. G.; Palo Alto, Nov. 23, min. (1.90 inches); 
tail culmen (.46); bill from nostril (.36); tarsus (.72). Ground color upper 
parts Vandyke brown; chest sides and flanks strongly isabella color; black markings wings 
and tail fused together; black pileum only washed with brown toward the 
The specimens above described represent rather extreme manifestations the two speci- 
mens. number individuals fall variously between. may remarked that some San 
Diegan district birds are paler than others from the San Francisco Bay region, and both sets are 
somewhat smaller than the stated measurements Washington skins. Doubtless these differ- 
ences are significant geographical variation locally along the Pacific coast. But our material 
yet too scanty afford conclusive GRINNELL. 


More About the Band-tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata).—The interesting article 
records and find few notes bearing the subject. 

Each winter few the pigeons are seen the canyons either side the San Gorgonio 
Pass between San Gorgonio and San Jacinto peaks, and few pairs remain nest higher the 
mountains. have seen both mountains altitude six eight thousand feet old nests 
which took those the pigeon. May 14, 1897, found San Jacinto mountain, 
about 6500 feet elevation, two nests containing young birds, one in each nest. The first was just 

hatched and the other half grown. Both nests were oak trees fifteen twenty feet from the 
ground and were discovered only the old bird fluttered from the nest. The location each 
nest was horizontal branch thick part the tree and rather difficult find. They were 
mere platforms twigs similar nests the mourning dove and isa marvel how the eggs can 
kept warm enough hatch, resting such airy structure and that altitude springtime. 

During the spring 1901 saw several pairs Rabbit Mountain, 7100 feet elevation, east 
Hot Springs, Warner Ranch, San Diego County. Several pairs and flock seven remained 
the mountain till least June and though found three old nests, all oak trees, new 
ones were seen. 

Lost Valley about 5000 feet elevation, between Rabbit Mountain and Coyote Creek 
saw several pairs and flock dozen more. They were still there June 12, when left, but 


nests were discovered. 
March, great the pigeons poured into San Gorgonio Pass and fed the 


barley fields. For about two weeks there were hundreds them but they all left 
suddenly asthey had appeared. Their method feeding was peculiar. Instead spreading 
out they kept together, alternately walking and flying. Those behind would fly few feet ahead 
the advance line, alight, and walk along picking grain until other rear ones would fly 
ahead and came their turn again. 
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this way the flock advanced, some the air all the time and ground was covered quite 
rapidly. specimen secured measured inches across the expanded wings and his crop con- 
tained 615 grains barley actual count, Others had eaten the large-sized acorns, growing 
the mountains, the swallowing which would seem utter impossibilty. The oldest inhabi- 
tant the Pass stated that only twice before the last fifty years had the pigeons appeared 
large numbers.—M. FRENCH GILMAN, Banning, Cal. 


Correction Doubful Records.—Believing the suggestion made Mr. Joseph Grinnell 
THE CONDOR (Vol. IV, No. that all errors identification are best promptly corrected 
have gone carefully over all published writings and append the following list doubtful records. 

Dendroica occidentalis—Osprey, Ul, No. Possibly nigrescens; skin 
taken the Guardian Yosemite Valley prohibits the use firearms. mon- 
tanus. Catherpes mexicanus conspersus—Osprey, Vol. No. Out the species 
recorded from Sur River the two above species are the only ones find have been admitted 
insufficient evidence. thalassina—Osprey, Vol. No. Skins taken the 
following year (1902) proved this Ray. 


Wasted Talent.—Upon laying cavity oak, which some time previously 
had discovered pair olivaceous fly-catchers (Myzarchus olivascens) building nest, 
found that the occupants had displayed taste quite unusual birds that nest the dark and 
out sight. 

The cavity was ancient one, made originally woodpeckers. was much enlarged 
the shrinking the walls, which were seamed and furrowed cut worms other agents. The 
most conspicuous these depressions were filled with nest material, mostly feathers, and 
well inserted, particularly some coarse feathers, that they were not very easily removed. was 
tho they had been tamped in. All the more conspicuous depressions the height the 
opening, some five inches above rim nest were treated 

Was the work instigated that instinct for beautifying their nests displayed birds that 
build them where they can seen man? scarcely added the comfort the nest, being 
quite above it, and stopped the entrance light air. 

After removing the material regretted not having photographed the work. 

Afterward, two other instances, found the same thing done tho toa less marked degree, 
so, seems, characteristic this interesting bird. 

The nest referred contained four eggs dimensions follows: .70 .55, .53, 
56, .68 .54 

The material which the nest was composed was less than half hair, which forms almost the 
sole nest material used its congener and included ravelings gunnysack, used 
the naturalist bait discover the nest, and rabbit fur, dried grass, bark-fibers 


Minutes Club Meetings 


NORTHERN DIVISION: regular meeting the Northern Division was held 
the residence the President, Mr. Taylor, Alameda, Cal., July 11, 1903, ten mem- 
bers and three visitors being present. candidates were elected membership follows: 
Silloway, Lewiston, Mont., Joseph Clemens, Monterey, Cal., Fred Dille, Longmont, 
Colo., Henry Stewart Gane, Santa Barbara, Cal., Mrs. Juliette Harding, Antioch, Cal., James 
Cooper, Hayward, Cal., Wm. Frederick Bade, Berkeley, Cal., Miss Ida Eshenberg, Santa 
Barbara, Cal., Herman Bohlman, Portland, Ore., Sheldon, San Francisco, Bailey, 
San Francisco, Hunter, Watsonville, Cal. 

Three new names were proposed for membership: Miss Gertrude Forrester, Round 
Mountain, Cal., Foster Wright, Los Angeles, Cal., Prof. Beal, Washington, 

The resignation Mr. Chas. Keyes from the office Secretary the Cooper Club was 
read and accepted unanimous vote the members present; vote thanks and expression 
regrets was extended Mr. Keyes the Club and the Secretary pro tem instructed corres- 
pond with Mr. Keyes that effect. Mr. Kaeding was elected secretary the Club for the un- 
expired term Mr. Keyes, resigned. 

Mr. Kaeding spoke the subject vernacular names birds vs. the Latin names, and 

made motion that all matter published the vernacular name, when 
given, followed the Latin name the bird. The motion was carried and the Secretary pro 
tem was instructed notify the editor CONDOR that effect. 
Mr. Emerson then spoke at some length on, ‘‘The Bird-life on the Farallone Islands,’’ com- 
paring the aspect the islands they were 1887 with the present conditions, and discussing 
the probable causes the decrease certain the species and the increase others. Mr. 
Kaeding made few remarks the impressions made first visit these islands. Mr. 
Cohen spoke the ‘‘Blackbirds Alameda illustrating his remarks with series 
specimens. Prof. Beal spoke briefly the work being done the Agriculture 
the foods birds and their relation agriculture and horticulture. 

After recess for refreshment and informal discussion, the meeting adjourned meet 
Palo Alto, September KAEDING, Secretary. 
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Now that the time approaching when the 
Committee Bird Protection will 
assail the legislatures still unconquered 
states with its ‘‘model bird perhaps 
opportune voice rapidly growing senti- 
ment against one objectionable feature this 
measure. 

mistake not the Bird Bill pro- 
vides that everyone who wishes secure 
permit collect non-game birds (or even have 
them his possession) for scientific purposes 
must first furnish bond the amount $200, 
besides paying fee for the procuring 
permit. other words wish over 
the border from our free state into Oregon, for 
week’s collecting, must first spend $5.00 
hard cash and some two weeks good 
time negotiating with Security Company for 
the bond. Then position pay 
additional fee permit, which 
makes lawful for take few little 
song sparrows wren-tits determine their 
particular race. Presumably this clause the 
bill was introduced order that the state 
might have some hold the recipient the 
permit. But the latter ever transgressed his 
rights far forfeit his bond, why would 
not equally fall under the penalty the law? 
matter fact everyone knows that the 
bonds are piece red-tape and that one 
issuing them runs bit risk. Why then 
make them necessity when they serve use- 
ful purpose, and are besides decidedly expensive, 
particularly non-residents who may not 


have any good natured friends come forward? 
Florida, for instance, not lawful for 
Surety Company such bond, thata 
visitor may have some soliciting before 
can lawfully ‘ornithologize.’ 

mittee Bird Protection made erstwhile 
collectors, who, should think, would have 
eye for the interests their fellow scient- 
ists. Almost without exception positive 
hardship secure permit collect states 
where the bill has been accepted, par- 
ticularly the case non-residents. 

All the hue and cry for bird protection 
well enough its place, but the better bal- 
anced ornithologists are already beginning 
ask, ‘‘Where Ornithology come 
some states, Vermont for example where only 
three permits collect can force once, 
the matter has been carried absurd lengths. 
Virginia there provision for granting 
permits whatsoever, that the ornithologists 
Washington City must and continue 
collect unlawfully. And Washington 
center! These two examples 
among others are mentioned show that even 
bird protection intemperance possible. 

Our objection not sane Bird Protection. 
think, however, that little far- 
fetched when recognized student birds 
must subjected delay, annoyance, and 
highway robbery wishes collect for his 
own purposes, for those the Government. 
Asa prominent bird man recently said: 
would rather see 1000 birds killed through lack 
laws, than have one promising Ornitholo- 
gist discouraged through hardships imposed 
arbitrary 

Fortunately our own state still free, and 
largely this fact that its exceptional or- 
nithological activity due. good 
bird law here, but the Cooper Club are 
not criminals and not require bonded 
when seek the festive song sparrow 
chickadee. 

The Bird Bill with its present un- 
American and objectionable bond feature 
menance legitimate ornithological activity, 
wherever force: take this feature away and 

the July meeting the Northern 
Division was voted that hereafter Club 
publications, more particularly THE COR- 
DOR, vernacular names when used should 
followed the scientific name, the sense 
the resolution being every case establish 
the identity the bird beyond doubt. 
popular articles where many names occur the 
Editor would suggest that contributors append 
list species the end the article, 
Mr. Kaeding’s paper the present issue. 
text cluttered with trinomial profundity 
often bombastic quite beyond the 
the 


recent examination for important 
ornithological position, the following answer 
was given, one candidate, the question, 
‘‘Migration the impor- 
tation birds and mammals for propagation’’! 
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its ADVISORY COUNCIL; while early 
number will contain account the 
publishing the first (1872) edition 
Coues’ ‘Key’ its financial spon- 
sor, Prof. Putnam together with 
proof containing characteristic anno- 
tations Dr. Coues. 
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